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A THOUGHT BEFORE
WE CELEBRATE

A TIME OF
THANKSGIVING

As we prepare for yet another
season of festivity, how many of us
will ever stop to think of that vast
multitude who make our
celebrations possible? How many
will so much as spare a thought for
these invisible men and women
who touch our lives, and the festive
season, in so very many ways?

Away from the glamour and glitz,
the humble darzee weaves magic
with his deft hands so that we may
be immaculately turned out on
those festive days. The inspired
creativity of the idol maker gives
shape to the idols that are so
vital a part of the celebrations.
Restaurant and eatery personnel
work almost round the clock to
keep up with our appetite for good
food which is such an essential
ingredient of the festive spirit.

Today, with our lives on the fast
track, showing gratitude may seem
somewhat of a luxury. In the
process we often tfake things
for granted, forgetting to
acknowledge the efforts others put
in to make our lives better and
brighter. We may not know their
names, nor may we ever come
across them, but that does not
lessen the impact they have on our
lives.

On stepping into the festive
season, let us remember these
unsung men and women with a
deep sense of gratitude. They may
be ordinary, but their impact is
extraordinary.

Nilesh Parekh

Chairman

Greetings for the festive season.

It is a season when we have much
to be grateful for. With the steadily
appreciating value of gold,
jewellery is now not just a means of
ornamentation, but an investment
for the future. This is good news,
because more and more people
are now viewing the purchase of
gold jewellery as just that.
Hopefully, this will translate into a
stronger, healthier bottom line for
us, besides aftracting a larger
number of customers fo our
showrooms. Surely this is reason
enough for us all fo be upbeat this
festive season. Besides, with the
wedding season, too, almost upon
us, we can look forward to a fitting
finale to yet another good year.

While on the subject of
thankfulness, | wish to personally
commend the efforts of Sharad
Mohata, Mukund Chandak and
Manoj Dalal for their invaluable
and selfless contributions to the
Company. Especially for
sacrificing time from their families
and spending long stretches away
from their homes so that SGJHL
may grow stronger. A very big
'thank you' to them and my sincere
gratitude to their families for
putting up with their long and
frequent absences. May their
relentless sense of duty serve as an
example to us all, inspiring us on to
even greater heights.

Once again, happy Pujas and a
bright and prosperous Diwali.

Umesh Parekh
Managing Director

KARI GARS OUR CAPI'I'AI....
NURTURE THEM

Recently, Kolkata played host to Incredible Kolkata — the
city's first ever Buyer-Seller Meet for India's jewellery
fraternity. The Meet, held at the prestigious Vedic Village,
was organised by 'Retail Jeweller' Magazine along with
FICCI to bring jewellery manufacturers and retailers
together on a common platform.

SGJHL was privileged to sponsor this landmark event
where Chairman, Nilesh Parekh, was the keynote
speaker. Excerpts from his address...
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Bengal has the best skilled manpower for designing and producing
jewellery. Today, there are about 30,000 cottage workshops
employing over 1.5 lac frained karigars. It takes around 5 years to
train a karigar. The karigar puts in his labour of love to create a
masterpiece and an estimated Rs.25,000 crore worth of jewellery is
crafted every year. Besides its own workshops, Bengal supplies
thousands of trained artisans to the jewellery industry in India and
overseas. Kolkata is undoubtedly the cradle of fine jewellery
craftsmen.

Bengali jewellery is very intricate and lightweight when compared to
the jadau -kundan, thewa and polki-chakri jewellery. And because of
their superior finish, polish and craftsmanship, jewellers from around
the world come to Kolkata to outsource plain and studded gold and
diamond jewellery.

Today artisans from Bengal are migrating in search of more
rewarding jobs. The continuous exodus of skilled artisans in the last
3-4 decades is mainly because of higher salaries coupled with the
chance to learn modern techniques and designs.

We need fo provide these artisans with modern facilities. Though a
few stray companies in India do provide modern working conditions
and benefits such as group insurance and in-house training, we must
learn to see our artisans as invaluable Human Capital.

GJEPC is coming up with a skill development institute for artisans
called Indian Institute of Gems and Jewellery (IIGJ), at Domjur. The
institute will be a state-of- the-art training centre imparting ultra
modemn techniques internationally used by jewellers around the
globe. | urge my colleagues to make the upcoming IIGJ at Domjur a
reality by chipping in, in whatever way they can.



GAJA LITES
LANDS IN
BANGALORE

Bangalore when Karan Parekh of SGJHL
inaugurated the 'GAJA Lites' shop-in-
shop with Bharti Retail Ltd. Now residents
of India's Silicon Valley can indulge their
appetite for some of the country's most
- = ' exquisite jewellery without actually
GAJAis certainly spreading its wings. spending a bomb.
The first day of August saw the fast-  Apart from SGJHLs company-owned
growing GAJA brand introduce its range ~ showroom in the Garden City, this is the
of lightweight jewellery to the city of  brand'ssecond outletin Bangalore.
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SOME OF TOLLYWOOD'S BEAUTIFUL
P NEW BRIGADE PLAY THE ROLES IN
JEWELLERY FROM GAJA

Durga, the mother goddess of the Hindus is believed to have manifested herself
in various forms, and Navadurga Maa (the nine avatars of Durga) are believed
to be the most sacred aspects of the goddess.

According to Hindu tradition, it is believed that there are three major forms in
which the goddess Durga manifested herself — Mahasaraswati, Mahalakshmi
and Mahakali. They are the active energies (Shakti) of Brahma, Vishnu and
Rudra respectively. Without these goddesses the gods would lose all their
powers and would not have the energy to lift a finger.

These three forms of Durga are further manifested in three more forms each,
and thus has emerged the nine forms of Durga, which are collectively called
Navadurga or Nine Durgas. These nine avatars of Durga are worshipped
during the autumn festival of Navaratri (or Durga Puja as it is popularly known in
West Bengal).

We at SGJHL were flattered when the leading Bengali magazine, ‘Anandalok’,
featured acclaimed actor Paoli Dam, Parno Mitra and others in the nine avatars
of goddess Durga, each draped in some of our finest creations. We proudly
present here reproductions from the photo feature. Eight of the nine forms of
Durga depicted feature our jewellery.

Kathyayini
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